A S YOU G 0 ..
YOUR STORY

you have a story

“In this connection | journeyed to Damascus with the authority and
commission of the chief priests. ** At midday, O king, | saw on the way a
light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me and
those who journeyed with me. ** And when we had all fallen to the
ground, | heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’
S And | said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘l am Jesus whom
you are persecuting. *° But rise and stand upon your feet, for | have
appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness
to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which | will
appear to you, *’ delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles—
to whom I am sending you *¥to open their eyes, so that they may turn
from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by
faith in me.

% “Therefore, O King Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the heavenly
vision, Dhut declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and
throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their
repentance. 2! For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried
to kill me. **To this day | have had the help that comes from God, and so
I stand here testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but what
the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: 2 that the Christ must
suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would
proclaim light both to our people and to the Gentiles.”

** And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a
loud voice, “Paul, you are out of your mind; your great learning is driving
you out of your mind.” > But Paul said, “I am not out of my mind, most
excellent Festus, but | am speaking true and rational words. *° For the
king knows about these things, and to him | speak boldly. For | am
persuaded that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this has
not been done in a corner. %’ King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets?

I know that you believe.” *® And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time
would you persuade me to be a Christian?” *° And Paul said, “Whether
short or long, | would to God that not only you but also all who hear me
this day might become such as | am—except for these chains.”

Acts 26:12-29

everyone has a story - start with listening

Wisdom of listening

Wisdom of asking good questions
Follow-up questions
Clarifying questions
Feeling questions
Open-ended questions
Non-leading questions

write your story
earn the right to ask focused questions

God has a story

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. ” For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through Him. John 3:16-17

learn your story

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. *> And pray for
us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may
proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains. 4 Pray that | may
proclaim it clearly, as | should. >Be wise in the way you act toward
outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. ° Let your conversation be
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to
answer everyone. Colossians 4:2-6

bringing our stories into God's story

next steps

o  Write your story

Share your story with your others

o Ask God to give you an opportunity to share your story with a person
thirsty for God

o Write your elected official regarding the WI Safe Harbor legislation.
www.fiercefreedom.org/#!'newsletters/c1p3h (Read “Safe Harbor in
Wisconsin” and “Writing Your Elected Official”)

0  Further Reading:

Just Walk Across the Room by Bill Hybels
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